
.. kandukastutiH ..; k�d� k-t� Et, ;�FmdAn�dtFT
-Bgv(pAdA
Ay
 EvEnEm
tA ;k�d� k,= a ball. This hymn - in praise of Lord Vishnu - is worded
leverly so that one 
an �nd a rhythm while reading it. It soundslike a ball is being tapped on the ground. It bouun
es ba
k, onlyto be hit again. It boun
es ba
k and this is repeated.a\brg\gA-
�\Ebt-pAd, pdtl-EvdElt-g� ztr-fkV, .kAElynAg-#v�l-Enh�tA srEsj-nvdl-EvkEst-nyn, ;1;a\brg\gA-
�\Ebt-pAd, .a\br\= sky. So, a\brg\gAwill mean the river Ganga 
owingin the sky or heavens.
�\Ebt= kissed or gently tou
hed or 
aressed.pd,= foot.The Lord's feet are 
aressed by the waters of thr river Ganges that 
owsin the heavens. The Ganges took its birth from the feet of the Lord.It is this asso
iation with His feet that makes its waters sa
red.pdtl-EvdElt-g� ztr-fkV, .pdtl= surfa
e of the foot or sole of the foot;EvdElt= split into pie
es, g� ztr= very large, violent,fkV,= the demon Shakata.The demon Shakata was sent by Kamsa to kill Krishna who was then a 
hild.The demon hid himself in the wheel of a 
art waiting for an opportunityto kill Krihna. But, the 
hild Krishna went near the 
art and ki
kedthe wheel of the 
art. Shakata was killed. The in
ident is des
ribedin Bhagavata - Book No.10 (part 1).kAElynAg-#v�l-Enh�tAkAElynAg= the serpant Kaliya, (who was staying with his familyin a meadow near Gokulam and was a terror to the residents.)#v�l= playfully Enh�tA= one who subdued.This refers to the in
ident (again to be seen in Bhagavata -Book No.10 (part 1).srEsj-nvdl-EvkEst-nyn, .srEsj = lotus, nvdl= fresh petal, EvkEst= opened or blown,nyn,= having eyes.Krishna's eyes are like the petal of a lotus that has just opened up.Thus they are very beautiful. Not only they are beautiful to look at,1



they are very auspi
ious and 
an ful�ll all the desires of a devotee(in
luding moksha or liberation from the 
y
le of birth and death.)One of His names (No:393 in Vishnusahasranama) is f� B�"Z, ."one with auspi
ious looks". Sri Sankara
harya in his 
ommentaryexplains in detail the signi�
an
e of the name as follows.I"Z\ df
n\ y-y f� B\ f� Bkr\, m� m� "� ZA\ mo"d\,BogATF
nA\ Bogd\, sv
s�d�hEvQC�dkArZ\, pAEpnA\pAvn\, ãdg}�d�Ev
QC�dkr\, sv
kmA
ZA\ "pZ\,aEv�AyA� Envt
k\ s f� B�"Z, . " EB�t�ãdyg}E�t," i(yAEd �� t�, ;His auspi
ious looks grantliberation (moksha) to those who seek liberation, grant pleasures tothose who seek pleasures, destroy the sins of the sinners, removeall doubts, remove the knot of ignoran
e that ties up the mind anddestroy all remnants of karma and also ignoran
e.The �rst line des
ribes the glory of Lord's feet. Even Ganges that wasborn of His feet is reputed to be holy and 
apable of wiping out the sinsof those who take bath in it. Then, what to say about the sins of thedevotees who worship His feet? The feet also o�er total prote
tionfrom all enemies. The proof is lies in the fa
t that they 
ouldplayfully destroy a fearful demon like Shakata . An additional proof isseen in the episode of Kaliya that says that Krishna subdued the terribleserpant Kaliya and ensured total se
urity to His followers. Thus the Lordis the sour
e of 
omplete and most superior prote
tion. A devotee need notseek any other prote
tor. Any other sour
e will be fragile and inferioronly. The great Vaishnavite a
harya Shri Vedanta Desika says this(vEy r"Et r"k{ , Ekm�y{,(vEy 
Ar"Et r"k{ , Ekm�y{, .iEt EnE�t DF, �yAEm En(y\n� hr� v�gvtF tVA�y\ (vAm̂ ;Sri Leelasukha says the same thing in his Krishnakarnamritam.mEy þsAd\ mD� r{, kVA"{,v\fFEnnAdAn� 
r{-Ev
d�Eh .(vEy þsà� EkEmhApr{-n
,(v�yþsà� EkEmhApr{-n
, ;kAlGnAlF-kb�
r-kAy, frft-fkElt-Erp� ft-Envh, .s\tt-m-mAn̂ pAt� m� rAEr, sttg-smjv-KgpEt-Enrt, ;2;kAlGnAlF-kb�
r-kAy, .kAl= of bla
k or dark blue 
olour, Gn= 
loud, aEl,= a bla
kbee, kb�
r= of 
olour of pigeon, grey or of vareigated 
olour, kAy,= body.2



Krishna's body has the 
olour of a bee or 
loud or gray like that of a pigeon.sttg-smjv-KgpEt-Enrt, .sttg,= wind, smjv= equal in speed,KgpEt,= the king of birds or Garuda,Enrt,= fond of or rested. The Lord is always resting onGaruda, who is fast as the wind.The poets say that wind and the mind are the fastest things. Thus, Hanumanis also des
ribed to be as fast as these two. mnojv\ mAztt� Sy-v�gm̂ .The Lord rests on Garuda so that He 
an respond to the 
alls from Hisdevotee, either to bless him or res
ue him from trouble without any delay.He 
ame on Garuda to bless the 
hild Dhruva .shúfFqA
Ep tto gz(mtA mDov
n\ B� (yEdd� "yA gt, .(Bhagavatam 4-9-1).He also 
ew on Garuda to save Gajendra who was �ghting for his life.C�domy�n gzX�n sm� �mAn��Ay� Do_<ygm-dAf� yto gj��dý , .(Bhagavatam 8-3-31).In
identally we may note from this line that Garuda is not a bird buthe represents the vedas. The vedas are divided into two se
tions.The �rst part is 
alled the Karma Kanda and tells us how we should 
ondu
tourselves, what to do and what to avoid. It also des
ribes the ritualsto be performed to get various material bene�ts. By deligentlyfollowing the injun
tions in this se
tion one's mind gets puri�edand 
alm. He, thus, be
omes quali�ed for the study of the se
ond partknown as Jnana Kanda or Vedanta. This part 
onsists of upanishads andare meant to be studied under a quali�ed guru be
ause the tea
hings
ontained in them are very subtle and diÆ
ult to grasp without theguidan
e of a tea
her. The study points the way to liberation.Garuda's two wings represent the two se
tions of the vedas.frft-fkElt-Erp� ft-Envh, .frft= hundered(s) of arrows, fkElt= redu
ed to pie
es,Erp� ft Envh,= multitudes of enemies.This refers to His in
arnation as Rama when He redu
ed a great armiesof enemies to nothing with His arrows. One of His names to be seenin the Sahasranama isDn� D
r, - �FmAn̂ rAmo mh�n� DA
ryAmAs�Et Dn� D
r, ;s\tt-m-mAn̂ pAt� m� rAEr, .m� rAEr,= Lord , the enemy of the demon Mura, a-mAn̂= us,s\tt\= always, pAt� = let Him prote
t.Let su
h a Lord Vishnu, who rides Garuda, the king of birds and who isas fast as the wind and the vanquisher of the demon Mura prote
t us.; iEt �FmdAn�dtFT
Bgv(pAdA
Ay
 EvrE
tA k�d� k-t� Et, s\p� ZA
 ;En
oded and proofread by N.Balasubramanian bbalu�satyam.net.in3



Please send 
orre
tions to sanskrit�
heerful.
omLast updated August 11, 2007

4


