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The following is bilvAShTottarashatanAma sto-
tra which praises Lord

Shiva in beautiful words. It is recited during the wor-
ship of Shiva. The

specialty of this hymn being that it uses words which arg

simple in nature but at the same time have a re-
ally soothing effect to the

ears when recited. This hymn extols Him as sarveshvara

Lord of everything, and sadAshAnta, ever-peaceful.

Needless to say, it is most aptly suited for mAnasa-
pUja, mental worship.

Bilva leaves are dearest to the Lord, and so are espe-
cially used in

shiva pUja. Shrlshaila or Shrlgiri is one of the holi-
est shrines of

Lord Shiva, located in South-India. Bilva trees are widel

found on the mountains of this shrine. Hence this shrine

shrlshaila.n (shrl here being referred to the bilva trees).
hankara is

supposed to have composed
tal hymns shivAnandalahari and

sau.ndaryalahari, while he was living on these holy moui

Hence shrlshaila.n is mentioned in both these hymns.

“shrlgiri  mallikArjuna mahAlinga.n  shiv-

Ali.ngitam ”

in shivAnandalahari(50th poem).

When reciting this wonderful hymn one does not re-
ally need these

sacred leaves to worship them. But one can surely imag-
ine that he is sitting

in the sanctum-sanctorum of shrlgiri and that he is wor-
shipping that

mahAlinga.n (shiva) which is in union with Shiva (shivA

shivAli.ngitam). That very thought is enough to trans-
port one into

the immor-

that infinite bliss. He is blessed who medi-
tates on this undivided aspect

of Shiva.
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