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INTRODUCTION.

Aditya Hridayam is a popular hymn. It appears in the Yuddhakandam in Valmiki’s
Ramayana. It is a prayer to Aditya. One meaning of ” Aditya” is the sun. But,
in this hymn ” Aditya” is to be taken to signify the Supreme Being. ”Hridayam”
is known to mean the heart; but it also means secret. The prayer holds in

itself the secret teachings of the upanishads about the Supreme Being. The
various names of the Lord mentioned in the hymn are of great significance

and so justify the name ”hridayam”. Given below are the 138 names of the
Lord ATHTETT: | culled from the hymn. They come handy for those who
want to do prostrations to the Lord while uttering each name and those who
want to do puja to the Lord. Those who want to do puja may invoke the Lord
in a design (rangoli) or a picture or in a pot of water and perform archana
after reciting each name. They are also suitable for reciting by those who,

for some reason are not able to do any of the above or recite the hymn in full.

(The following abbreviations are used in the comments given below.
VS - Vishnu Sahasranamam with the commentary of Shri Sankaracharya.
LS - Lalitha Sahasranamam)

The Aditya Hridayam, as we all know, was taught by the sage Agastya to

Shri Rama in the battle field. The battle with Ravana was fierce and
long-drawn. Rama was tired and concerned at the fact that the end was not

in sight. At that time the sage appeared on the scene and taught Aditya
Hridayam. He advised Shri Rama to worship Surya and repeat the verses three
times. He said that by doing so the Lord will be pleased wirth his devotion

and ensure victory in the battle
TRIEATHAIIT adad STcaiad | Tad FEpfrd sar

fearstfarsafer |

A-EaM

Before proceeding further, some questions may arise in the minds of the

reader who has some familiarity with this hymn.

1 - Who is Aditya? Is He the same as the sun we see rising and setting
daily or some one different?

2 - Why does the sage ask Shri Rama to recite the prayer three times?

3 - And lastly, we know that Shri Rama was an avatar or incarnation of the
Supreme Being. This being so, why should He be asked to pray to some one?

The answer to these questions require some explanation. They are given below.

THE LORD’S MANIFESTATIONS. The upanishads say that the Supreme Being or



the Lord (will be called as He here) is without any attributes including
form.. But He manifests Himself in three forms for the benefit of His devotees.

1 - In the gross form T EYUT . The eyes cannot see Him, because
He is the power behind the eyes. So, the kindly Lord makes Himself visible

in the form of Aditya or the sun. Shri Rudram (7th and 8th Rik) says this.
HAT AT A2 Iq T A : |

IET Freaqyta reniar faerfaa: |

\3(1'1 RN 3‘|G53|'?|Q53|'?|G§|q |

T TET geAT T

This Sun who is copper colored when he rises, then slightly rosy-red, then
golden-yellow, this highly auspicious and beneficient one is verily Rudra. The
Lord Rudra with the blue throat who has assumed the form of the sun glows
red while rising. Him the cowherds behold and so the women carrying water;
nay all the creatures. He who is thus beheld by all; may He bless us with

happiness. Since He resides in the skies He is known as |é|§|?lﬂll|%l : -
e ATsETsEfa fagraaTta: | (VS 876).

The sun provides the world with warmth, light, rain etc. They give life to all
in this planet and also sustain life. So, the sun has the functions of Brahma
the creator, Narayana the sustainer and Sankara the destroyer rolled into one.

The following prayer recited during Sandhyavandanam says all this.

T H&lﬁ‘mﬁ?mwld gafa ferfaarsr gaq |

fafef Arogor s |

2 - In the subtle form  H&F YU He is the inner being who
bleses the sun and gives him his radiance. This is said in many places

in the scriptural texts. Some such cases are cited here for reference.
ATfeeT: - ATfeAvSAT 2T fBrwme: 7oy sifee:; e &
TATTRY FTANTATY FTRIA HIdHIHd TqH-TRY m‘{'ﬁ'ﬁrw
CalcH A end q Hl(‘l*‘ll(“l(‘l '-"(|C| 3‘|||G(“4<“||"§““4|8\| 3‘||IQC‘4 |VS( ) He is

the Golden-hued Being resident in the solar disc. Or, just as one sun appears
as many in many vessels containing water, so also the same Atma appears as

[l

many in many bodies. So, He is known as Aditya. STfaeTfeeT: - SHifqt

gfaqaueer ferar sfaerfaeT: | VS (564). He resides in the sun.

TIHISATSTET - WTTHISAEY gaAvsaer 7 fasdifa
qUT | FHTHARY AT &I cdTd | LS (275). She resides in

the solar disc. She is to be meditated upon during the evening prayers.

We meditate on Narayana who resides in the sun with the following prayer
recited during our Sandhyavandanam.
S {ET FaquuSA-Tead! AT

. Cc_~ ~
FOESET-A e | I AR -FUSAdIT (Rilel

R



g fErvTaT: gya-sa=sh: |
Similarly we are advised to meditate upon Lord Siva along with Amba in the

sun and get relieved from the cyclic births.

@W}WWWWI

ATAUTT TTE9Tal THTH [FMGHATH |

The Mundaka Upamshad makes a Jmore detalled narration. (II-ii-9 and 10).
d‘?ﬁ,‘ﬂ- AT S IfaeqaaTcraal |°|G | It is pure, and

is the Light of lights which the knowers of the Self realise. e
ATHITIT @4 & 14T dafae farfa | Everything

shines according as He does so: by His light all this shines diversely.

Shri Sankarchrya explaines in his commentary that the Supreme Being is
naturally effulgent. All this - the universe constituted by sun etc., shines
diversely. It is that very Brahman that illuminates and shines through the
different manifested lights. Shri Krishna says this specifically in His
Bhagavad Gita. (15-12). He says that the light that resides in the sun and
illuminates the whole world, that which is seen in the moon and fire are

all His only.

qquc:cqud qsT u-|1|5|w4c|s|<qul DR B S
F=av-t aawr fafg s

3 - In the causal form  @&TYUT €YU as the Self residng in the heart of

all beings. He is known as

ATHT - {ATATHTHT 3‘|"C|<4i4-|lrd HATHT |
(_'r@‘ll(“-ll"d‘“‘-‘ﬂid

b—u 7.3—22 I Ha: 1 VS(8).

(‘IGII"CIQIIHUII - (‘LGINIH"FI ql(”ll"l‘-jJHd’l Sld |
IQ’W d ATHTAATHHA SAdITTHATE T | LS(818).

Shri Krishna says this clearly in the Gita. BG (10-20). He says that He
is the Self residing in the heart of all beings. He is the beginning,

the middle and also the end.

AEATHT [STHRIT FIJATIIEIT: | HAGATET A
T A 0T T

The worship of Surya by chanting the verses thrice implies the worship of
the Supreme Being in all the three forms - in the gross form as the Sun,
the worship of Supreme Being in the subtle form as the power behind the
Sun and, in the causal form as the sentience resident in the heart of all
beings as explained above. We may find in the list of names (namavali)
that follows names that support the above explanation.

After teaching the Aditya Hridayam the sage left the place and joined the gods



(devas) who have assembled in the sky above the battle field to witness the

war between Shri Rama and Ravana.

AT & AETETar 1190 & I | TaHacdl dend]
SHTH T IYTTTH

Earlier Shri Rama was concerned as to how he can win the battle with Ravana
as the events were not going his way. But on hearing the advice from the
sage Agastya, he regained his confidence and became cheerful. He chanted the

Aditya Hridayam stotram as advised by the sage and got ready to face Ravana.

AU T TETCAT JE1F AHINAH | Gadoi Aadl
T T Jareyaall

Surya Bhagavan was pleased by Shri Rama chanting the Aditya Hridayam properly
with devotion. He came down from His region and joined the group of gods

who have assembled in the sky above the battle field to watch the events. He
encouraged Shri Rama to go ahead and fight Ravana. He was sure that Rama

will kill Ravana and emerge victorious in the war.

I Tfavaetaired 9 Afeqadr: 9F T SIH10: |
. Y Sl o ~
ffererafaee fafemr gommmanmar aaeadal

Now, we take up the question No. (3) mentioned earlier. That is, Shri

Ramayana says that Shri Rama was an incarnation of Shri Narayana or the
Supreme Being. We find in the Valmiki Ramayana (Yuddha Kanda - chapter 120)
that after Shri Rama won the battle with Ravana, the gods including Brahma,
Rudra and others approached Shri Rama, praised him and said that he is none

other than the Supreme Being Narayana.

T AT & AT TehrgeT fany |
This being so, is it appropriate for Shri Rama to worship the Sun god? Does it
not imply that the Sun god is superior even to Shri Rama who is not different
from the Supreme Being? The answer to this question is as follows. The Sun
god mentioned in this Aditya Hridayam is not the solar disc but the Supreme

Being rsiding in the sun. This is said in the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad (3-7-9)
T ATfeey fasa fecare—a<:, FHa1ed™r T 37,

FETET: IH, T ATGeIH-al JHa(d, OF @
ATHTAITFIHT: |l
He who inhabits the sun, but is within it, whom the sun does not know, whose
body is the sun, and who controls the sun from within, is the Internal Ruler,
your own immortal self. This was said earlier also.

That the Surya Bhagavan referred to here is the supreme Being only is amply
made clear as He is called herein (name no. 109) as the Lord of Brahma,

Isha or Siva and Achyuta or Vishnu  S&[TAT=dATT TH: |

How can the sun be the Lord of the three gods mentioned here? So, one has
to conclude that the Aditya is only the Supreme Being. Shri Rama took on
the role of a human being just to teach us the way to live, not just to
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destroy the demons. ~ HeATadTY-[cag Hedr&qo) Yeasraad

Hgel faaT: BH(5-19-5) He wanted to show that when one is confronted

with a seemingly difficult situation that appears to defy solution, he can
overcome it by resorting to God. Shri Krishna gave Arjuna the same advice
on the KurukShetra battle field. He told Arjuna that he will overcome all
difficulties by fixing his mind on Him the Lord. Shri Krishna added a warning
that if Arjuna failed to heed His advice, and, if from egotism he thought he

can manage the affairs himself, he will then be doomed to fail.. BG(18-58).

qfea: FEgIo JoTaTarai e d | 37
353‘43%!(!5! SIS |\E|:|3;&E||i:|||

This, then, is the lesson we learn from Aditya Hridayam. To repeat, we should
turn to Lord when confronted with problems that threaten to overwhelm us. Now,
given below are the names ATl | of Lord Surya.

r ~
| AT I g QIH_ ATHTGTA: |l

T A |
qHIT T |
AEHERAT d7: |

faaeaa a1 |

3
<

AT AT ATRITATT TH: | 90|

FEIT T |
fasra J9:
foram= 79
TR T |
TATITT TH: |94 |
TR 99 |
CECADEE t e
FTATT T |
THTT A7 |
rETT T 130 |



AT TH: 139 |

TR 7 |
ATfEeATT T7: 13y |
gfasr 7 |
I T |

AT AT |

T qH{: |
mEHT 97 | ¢o |

qauEgITT TH: |
BIE Gl P
ARG RN el
feameaT T
ghe=TT A9 | ey |
EATEY T7: |
TqaqT T |
aofaET T
fafac=ram T

T TH: | Yo |

S TH |
HqTAUSTT T7: |
AYAT AT |



forforerar a7 1 uy |

RIS HTHUTAMT TH: 1 &4 |

famer a1 wu

HETderd T9: |

Fdqrd «H: |
FEarSarT 99 |
TITURATLIOT AT 97 |
fnmaaTT 9 1 e

aSTaTHT Wt J9: |

§|§3||c‘:|?-l s £ D
g g dH: |



eI R
FEUTT A7 |
I 9 |
FfEsTa 77 1%0 |

faaega 79 |
S A |

afaT 77 |
fasre 9
TAENTTT T 12y |
TRHTETET A |
SIS 77
feaThaaasr /9 |
I AT
THIGTT A7 | 900 |

FUETT A9 |
qEFTIT A |
ATfeeaTT 97 |
SUTT A |

FETT TH: | 90y |
T TH7: |
qEVEETT A9 |
TEUSTH AH: |
ﬁ&i&llﬂl‘gd-‘illq JH:

qIT TH: 1990 |

ATfecTa=d 97 |
aTegd T |
aeT 9 |
TFT TIY¥ T |
TETSATT T 1999 |
Ez e o e R
IATT A |
AT T |
FAAATT AT |




TGTT A 190 |

8¢

TS T 1939 |
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AT TH: 13930 |

gy T T7: |

oy affafEar 99 1939 |
AR =TT 97 |

sfr =T weTT T7 |

IS TSR AH: 193G |
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