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Introduction?:

This document is a word-form list. In sanskrit, barring some exceptions, all words with the same
gender and ending syllable have identical forms. Hence if you want to know the forms of any
word all you have to do is to locate its paradigm in this document, meaning a word with the
same gender and the same ending syllable.

Having said this, we should remember that we have supplied only the main paradigms here.
There are exceptions and special words that may have to be learnt from advanced books. There
are also tricky issues about what the ending syllable is, which may also require further learning.
There is information about a project to generate these paradigms automatically. Check at the

end of this document.

What are forms? In Sanskrit, the exact form in which any word appears in a sentence is
governed by the role the word plays in it. This role is called a vibhakti. An explanation of
vibhakti-s and their meanings is provided in the following table.

Explanation of the different vibhaktis :

favfe: | Sanskrit case name | Case name Meaning (usual)
1| 99HT prathamA Nominative performer /subject
2 | fggmar dvitIyA Accusative object
3 q_cﬂ'EIT tR7itIyA Instrumental | instrument
4 El?:ls'?ﬁ‘ chaturthl Dative for whom the action is performed
5| 9=HT pa.nchaml Ablative from where the action is performed
6 | WS shhashhThI Possesive denotes possesion
7| aHEr saptamlI Locative location of the action, in, on, at, among
8 | ¥H=TY=H | sambodhanam.h Vocative used to address someone

There are special considerations in identifying endings. For example the word bhavat.h and the
word marut.h both seem to end in a t.h and are masculine. But technically, bhavat.h ends in
at.h and is formed from the root bhuu. This causes it to behave differently from marut.h. In
some cases, words take on a differnt set of rules depending on the intended meaning and usage.
For instance, vAri and shuchi both end in i and are neuter, but the latter is an adjective and
takes optional forms in the dative, ablative and genetive which are derived as if it is masculine.
Such exceptions shall be noted at the appropriate places in this document.

The point of this discussion is to warn the reader not to distrust a strange looking declension of
a word immediately, most probably there is a rule for it! We also wish to point out that this is

only a primer, not an exhaustive treatise!

I Email addresses, ksn2@lehigh.edu, ACHARB@msuvx2.memphis.edu, dhruba@nfinity.nfinity.com, sohum@ms.uky.edu
2Please see the accompanying document A Primer to Sanskrit Grammar, grammarintro.itx/.ps for additional introduction.

If you are interested in volunteering for other phases of this project or others such as Sanskrit-English dictionary, please send
an email to ksn2@lehigh.edu.



What follows is a list of paradigms.

Every paradigm is tabulated as an 8x3 table. The eight rows correspond to the eight vibhaktis
mentioned in the table at the beginning of this document. The three coloumns correspond to
singular, dual and plural forms.

First a brief idea of how the declensions are formed. The suffixes for the eight vibhaktis are

defined as follows:

Masc. Fem. singular dual plural
Nom., Voc. q AT ;|
Acc. IH =T SISH
Inst. AT HTH ﬁTF[
Dat. T T I
AbL. I T I
Gen. _qe 3ﬁ'ﬁ: AT
Loc. g BT\I'F[ q
Neu. singular dual plural
Nom., Acc. T £y g
Voc. - T T

Rest as above

Given a word, these suffixes are joined to it, after some prescribed transformations to the word
itself and then further rules of transformations and sandhi do their job. Since it is impractical to

do all this processing to get each single word, it is customary to memorize paradigms, which is
what we present next.

Continued .....



sefafeayegar: Paradigms of Nouns

Masculine words ending in “a” : deva(god),
sUrya(sun), dIpaka(lamp) ...

T ¥@r gam

T T T

T @R A

WA @R S

A AT T

T@ET 99N SE@T

Tq T9E @Y

¥ I@Er @
The T to T change : If T occurs after any one of
T, Y, 3, 3} in one word and only vowels,
anusvAra, guttarals ( Fa3T) or palatals ( Ta3T)
intervene then the T changes to U provided it is
immediately followed by one of the vowels or one of
T , T or anusvAra. Thus if T is replaced by T,
then we get YTHT in place of 39 , however, THT
is just like ETT . The requirement of being in one
word is strict and preverbs can cause this rule to be
not invoked, since they are technically in a different
word. It is impossible to cover all the fine issues here
and the reader needs to study it further.
The other change for “rAma( TTH)” is that the
genetive plural is rAmANAm.h( TTHTUTH) since the

above rule applies.

Neuter words ending in “a” : vana(forest),

jala(water), gR"iha(house)...
FIH FT  FAT
I A AT
AT FEANITH
qam T {
qAaTq

qATHTH,

N N

FAAT:  FATATH
a4 Fagn: a1y
T A g
It is worth noting that the only difference in

T
AN T
CERS N

the above two paradigms is in nom/acc/voc
cases. Also, note that there are no feminine

words ending in “a”. The word aTT

dAra meaning a woman is actually masculine
and only in plural and it also has a feminine
form as TTXT dArA.

Feminine words ending in “A” : mAIlA
(garland), kavitA (poem), kathA (story). ..
HqTAT HTA  HTAT:
HTATH, HTT HTAT:
HiTET  HlATHTH Hl(’lqu-i
HTATH HTATHETH, HTAR:

HTATIT: HATATHETH HTATH:
HTATIT: HTAIT: HTATATH
HTATITH, HTAYT: HTATY

HiA HTA  HTAT:
There are no neuter words with ending “A”
and there are few masculine ones. We list one
sample below. Be aware of the n.h to N.h
transformation so that the form of ¥HT ramA
in gen. plural is THTMH ramANAm.h.
Also, three special words =T ambA, IFHT
akkA and AT allA have voc. singular form
as I amba, AFH akka and AT alla.

Masculine words ending in “A” :

gopA (cowboy), vishvapA (protector of

universe) ...
TAT: IET T
YT IeT I
MAT TR TATHRT:
MY YRR YR
M MUNET TOh:
me: I T
mfr I T

T rﬁ‘frrfrq'r:\‘

Masculine words ending in “i” : kavi(poet),

ravi(sun) ...
Hfq:  ®HEr  FAT:
HfGH  FEAT FAIT

HfqAT  FfETL &®EhT:
FAT HOIH &



A HOIT H®OE

Fq: FAT:  FAATH

FAT  FAT:  HEY

T FHAT TEA:
As above, note the n.h to N.h change if Tfq
replaces &9 in ins. singular and pos. plural.
We will not repeat observation about this
change further.
The masculine word Hf& sakhi meaning
friend is very irregular and behaves differently
when appearing at the end of certain
compounds. Also, Ifd pati meaning husband
is irregular as well, but behaves normally

when it appears at the end of compounds!

Feminine words ending in “i” :

mati(intelligence), shruti (hearing) ...
qafa:  #dr A9
afqw #ar A
9T AfEm Afah
9/ qaa "fmanr A"t
q9T: [/ "qa: "@fomm "Jfo

qeT: / HO: o " JAEE
qeaT /At "l AfGY
q9 " HAT:

Neuter words ending in “i”

arfc  arfxefr arafr

arfc  arfefr arafr

arfeor atfoany arfeh:

atfir  atfoam aTfoar:

grfcor:  Fmfoam arto:

grfeer:  grfeem: QTR

afefr  arfooir: ATy

are /arte gty arafr

As mentioned above, the word 3\1{?‘ shuchi,

when used as a neuter adjective meaning pure

: VAri (water) ...

can take on optional forms in addition to the
paradigm above. These are:

3{5’5‘ shuchaye in dat. singular, E\ﬁ‘: shucheH
in abl./gen. singular and QJ?QBI': shuchyoH in

gen./loc. dual.

Masculine words ending in “I” : sudhl

(intelligent) ...
i ghear gy

Feminine words ending in “I”

I 1

T AT TEn

qEAT  AEhET AT
T TENGT TERE:
TIT:  AERITH TERT:

TUT:  FET: AEE
EE e I o R 1 8
afs Tt T

The word =T shrl meaning the goddess of
wealth has nom. singular as %7
but is otherwise just as above. The list of

such exceptional words is:

AT T air oeHT o9 oA

: nadI (river) ...

Masculine words ending in u : bhAnu(sun),

pashu(animal), taru(tree), hetu(cause) ..

Feminine words ending in u : dhenu (cow),

rajju (rope), tanu (body).....

T g aghe



gaT: 9=
g / 9ET g=aT: 99y
9T ¥ 9ea

I ) I AT I
Adjectives ending in u and belonging to
neuter gender take on additional optional

forms as follows:

The adjective guru meaning heavy optionally
takes, ;;1& gurave in dat. singular, llilt

guroH in abl. and gen. singular, ﬂ'cl:f‘: in gen.

and loc. dual and ll'a‘ gurau in loc. singular.

Note that these are similar to the masculine

version!

Masculine words ending in U , svayaMbhU
(self-born)

I AT T

t—dqﬂﬂT FERATH wq{ﬁr

AT EEpAT S\

O WA S\

TOE: EEarn: Saar

wIfa wEET: Y

| WIYar @aa:

There is another variant of this class, the

word khalapU (purifier of the evil) which is
similar except in the following cases:
nom./acc./voc. dual AT , nom./acc./voc.
plural @<

ins. singular ®AET , dat. singular TS ,
abl./gen. singular ®: , gen. loc. dual

TAEr: and loc. singular §efE . In short,
the vowel U gets dropped in the khalapU

forms, where it shortens to u in the
svayaMbhU forms!

Feminine words ending in U , vadhU (bride),
chamU (army).......

T TAT T

T TAT T

TAT TpAT TR

T TRAT T

TAT: THA TP

FAT: TAT: TIAT

FATH TAT: Y

Ty TAT TA:

There is a variant of these too. The word bhU
(earth) has similar properties, namely, its U
shortens to u instead of dropping. It also has

additional optional forms. So, we list it

completely.

: ydr T

aE ar qT

aT T i

T/ NT DI

MAT: [ DT R

MAT: M AT AT AT
am Mfe yar gy

There are no neuter words with the ending U.

Masculine words ending in “R"i” : pitR"1

(father)

faq: foam: fagom
frafc f=m: gy
fra: faar faax

Note that the vocative singular is actually
pitar and this can be important in sandhi

forms.



The word nR"i (man) has an optional gen.
plural UM, T, otherwise, it behaves just
as above.

Actually, the above word is typical of words
expressing relations. Usual words ending in
R"i are declined differently, in nom./acc./voc.

We give one sample netR"i (leader):

ECUE IS IS

T AT g

T APAT AT
Y APATH AP

g A AT
Fafc J=m: A9y
ECHE IR LIRS

Feminine words ending in “R"i” : mAtR"i
(mother)

These behave like pitR"i except for the acc.
plural. Thus it is AT]: and not AT .

Masculine words ending in “t.h” : marut.h
(wind), bhUbhR"it.h (king),

e HEAT HEd:

qEAH HEAT TEd:

HEAT HESATH HE(E:

TEG eSO HERd:

Hed: HesdMM Hesd:

EQ: HEAn: qEdT

weEfq "ear: "ecq

e HEAT HEd:

Feminine words ending in “t.h” :
vidyut.h(lightning), sarit.h (river)...

All forms are similar to those of marut.h

Neuter words ending in “t.h” : jagat.h
(world), bhAsvat.h(shining)..

The forms for nom./acc./voc. are:

~ e~
Sl Siidl S lld

All other forms are similar to marut.h.

Neuter words ending in “R"i” are similar to
netR"i except there are optional forms and

some changes. We give a sample kartR"i

(doer):

There are words ending in other vowels, but
they are rare and exceptional. Some special

ones to look up are rai m.f. (wealth), go m.f.
(bull, cow), dyo f. (sky), nau f. (boat) etc.

The nouns ending in consonants behave much
more regularly. The rules are basically the

sandhi rules in action.

Masculine words ending in “n.h” : rAjan.h

(king)

ST TSIET T
SEIEE SR I IR E
AT ST, TS
T e o
T ORI TN
T S TS
RUENASSIC IR E I EIR I £

Y
NS LRSI

ST

Variant form of masculine words ending in
“n.h” : Atman (soul)

HIHI 3‘||C"||"1§| HIHTA:

ATHTH,  ATHTAT AT

ATHAT ATONAT ATCHT:

HICHA  HIHHH HTH .

HTHT:  ATENGTH AT :

HATHA: ATHAT:  ATHATH

ATHATT  ATHAT: AT

HIHA \ﬂl(‘Hl"ﬁ HIHTT:




Similar words are brahman.h (creator) ,
yajvan.h (sacrificer) etc. There are other
exceptional forms too, one being the triad
shvan.h (dog), yuvan.h (youth) and
maghavan.h (the king of the gods). These

need to be learnt separately.

Feminine words ending in “n.h” : sIman.h
(border)

HHT FHET

A {9

HHT HET " 0

e G

e ST

T "R " T

st sfifer A Ay

g9 T E T

Neuter words ending in “n.h” : nAman

(name)

A ATEAT AT AT

AT AT /ATEAT AT
AT AT ATHRT:

AT ATMITH AT

AT AT

T FEEAT A

= /AT . q9Eg
AHE /AT AT /ATEAT AT

There are variants in this class too. We give a

qr=:

sample charman.h (skin)

I IHUT FHifr
I gHUT  SHIr
THUT AT RO
THU FEEE T
THT: FEHET T
IH:  FHUT:  SHUTH
THfr SHUT:  9HE
THEA /I FHUT S|

Masuline (or feminine) words ending with s.h
, chandramas.h (moon), sumanas.h(good

minded person), purodhas.h(priest)............
TAT: THEr TSE

THHEH THEAE! THAE
THHEET TREANAT TeRAN:
THAEE TREANAT TRHER
THHE: TEEARA TRHN
THHE: THHAT: TRHEATH
THHAE THHER: T/
I THEr TRE

Neuter words ending in s.h, payas.h( milk),
manas.h (mind), tapas.h...
Only the nom./acc./voc. forms are different

and they are:
9 9T 9gite

Masculine (or feminine) words ending “ch.h” :
vAch.h (speech), tvach.h (skin, bark), ruch.h
(lustre).....

CIEC I I I

= qIEr AT

JUET FITH FInT:

T T I

M AT

= qUEn arEE

it g ary

EIECIE T IR

Words ending in chh.h are declined similarly.

shashin.h
(moon), medhAvin.h(intellegent) etc.

Masculine words ending in “in.h” :

Note that these must be distinguished from

the n.h ends using the meaning of the word.

e wfeEr wtee:

wfee it wfer:

wfyT  wfenamy srfarh:

gfer sfenam sifana:

wferer: winamy wfena:

wfer:  wrfer=T:  wrfeEm

ol wfeer: sy

wfer wiw=r i

The feminine forms of words ending in in.h

get a new ending I instead and hence behave
like nadl.




Neuter words ending in “in.h” : manohArin.h

(adjective, beautiful), tejasvin.h (brilliant)
etc.

These differ from the masculine version in
nom./acc./voc. by the following changed

forms:

qAEIT FAEIer  AaErafr

Pronoun “tad.h” : (He, She, That)
Masculine forms (He) :

T:oar T

g dr ae

I NI @

& angm

T anam o

e gar: avs

e @an: ay

There is no vocative case for the pronouns.
Feminine Forms (She)

LS S

ae o ar

qaT anET T

T AngTE ang:

TET: angR ang:

qEegT: A arae

e, A arg

Neuter forms (That) have only the nom./acc.

cases different from the masculine form and

each of these is:

qq o arer

Pronoun “etad.h” (this)
Masculine Forms :

KACELCI )

UTH /T AT /TA T /T
Ude /AT UAnETH U

Uqe TR T

TqEATd anamd Ta:

UAET QAT [TAET: gave
UAfeT gt /oAEr: ey

The alternate forms of the pronouns are said
to be enclitic, meaning they need to lean

against other words. Thus, they cannot occur
at the start of a sentence. This remark holds

for other pronouns too.

Feminine forms :

KAUBL S

U /AR O /T AT [T
AT /AT GARATY A
UTEr GARAT qAna:

TqET: TangTH, Tdnd:

UaEAT: UqAr: /TAEr: UATEn
UAEAT QT /AT gy

Neuter forms:

Taq T ErtT
QAR /U U /U4 gErtT /gt

The rest of the form are identical to those of

the masculine pronoun etad.h

Pronoun asmad.h(I)

I /AT ATETH /AT AT /T

HOT ATARATH AT

HE /A ATEnER /AT e /T
" /A ATEdn: /AT TR /M
qfg emaEr: AT

asmad.h has identical forms in all the three
genders

Pronoun yushmad.h (You)

©H g9 99

S /T A /A I /A

AT AT IO

TIH A JANIH /AR TIHIH [T

Q. FarITH IsHQ

a9 /a4 ggdn: /A gE S /T

@fr gaar: gwrg

yushhmad.h also has identical forms in all the

three genders.




This is the end of the phase one related to
Sanskrit grammer. Lot more needs to be
done. If you are interested in volunteering for
other phases of this project or others such as
Sanskrit-English dictionary please send an
email to ksn2@lehigh.edu.

Utilities are under development which will
make automatic generation of these
paradigms using a computer program called
qdatr. For more information and current
status, please consult the Sanskrit Goodies
section on the web site
http://www.ms.uky.edu/ sohum If you wish
to join in this development (which will some
day do the verbs too), please send e-mail to

sohum@ms.uky.edu (Avinash Sathaye).




