A Selected Word Index to
The Nighantu and The Nirukta

This is primarily an index to the words listed in the Nighantu and to selected words discussed in
the Nirukta, as given in The Nighantu and The Nirukta, Lakshman Sarup, Motilal Banarsidass:
ISBN 0-89581-282-7.

The Nighantu comprises lists of words handed down by tradition. The first three chapters
consist of lists of synonyms terminating in a word indicating their common meaning; the fourth
chapter lists 278 difficult Vedic words, and the fifth 151 names of deities.

The Nirukta is Yaska’s commentary on the words listed in the Nighantu, giving their etymology.
Chapters two and three are concerned with the synonymous words of the Nighantu, while
chapters four through six deal with the Vedic words, and chapters seven through twelve relate
to the names of deities. The first chapter discusses classes of words etc, and the principles of
etymology — the latter subject continues well into Chapter 2.

Table 1 is a cross-index between chapters 2 and 3 of the Nirukta, and chapters 1 to 3 of the
Nighantu, i.e. relating to the synonyms. The columns indicate respectively the Nirukta reference,
the number of synonymous words, Sarup’s translation of the common meaning, the Nighantu
reference, and the Sanskrit word denoting the common meaning as given in the Nighantu.
Table 2 gives the names of grammarians mentioned in the Nirukta.

Table 3 gives some technical terms used in the Nirukta.

The Dhatu Index lists the roots used to explain words, in the text translation.

The Word Index is a combined index to the words of the Nighantu (in devanagari) and selected
words of the Nirukta (in transliteration), the latter being essentially those words in italic in the
text translation. Sarup gives alternate recensions for some sections of the Nighantu (e.g. 2:14):
where a word is indexed as occuring only in the first recension, the reference is suffixed with ‘a’
(e.g. CEIR) 2:14a); where it occurs only in the second recension, suffixed ‘b’ (e.g. Ffey 2:14b);
and where it occurs in both recensions, there is no suffix (e.g. Fad 2:14).




2 Index to the Nighantu and the Nirukta

The index entries for the Nirukta are normally followed by a single code letter in brackets, and
may have one or more references in parenthesis (e.g. ahi [e] 2:17; (10:43) ). The meaning of the
code letters are:

e - etymology given, in particular the dhatu
m - meaning only is given

n - nipata

o - obscure

u - upasarga

S - sarvanaman

X

- example of etymology, not necessarily related to the Nighantu.
The reference in parenthesis indicates that the word is merely mentioned there (in the example
above, the translated text in 10:43 gives merely “Ahi has been explained.”).

Very occasionally there is an alternate format used for the Nirukta entry, where the Sanskrit
word is followed by its English meaning in parenthesis (e.g. abhisu (reins) 3:9). This indicates
that Sarup has used the English word (reins) in his translation, while the compiler has elected
to include the Sanskrit word (abhisu) in this index.

Finally, this is but a ‘first pass’ through the text, and not as rigorous and exhaustive as it should
be (nor, due to time contraints, will be): if you are interested in taking this further and would
like the unsorted originals, please contact the undersigned.

This index is freely available as a 23-page PostScript file from:
ftp://ftp.nac.ac.za/wikner/nnindex.ps

Charles Wikner
wikner@nac.ac.za
02 April, 2001.
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Nir. | #/|English |Nigh|Sanskrit | [Nir.| # |English Nigh Sanskrit
2.5,7| 21|earth 1.1 |ghET 4 1l10]to pervade 2.18 |FAT I HTT:
2 10 | 13]801d 1.2 [fee=m 133 to Kill 2.19 [IFHAT:
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8 |quarter L6 |fem 11|small 32 [F4
218 23 |night L7 |Tf 25 |great 3.3 |HEQ
16 daWn 18 W' 22 home 34 JE-
2.20 | 12|day il N 10|to attend 3.5 |qNENOTRHI:
(19) | mountain 20| happiness 3.6 |99
2.21 - 3!
30|cloud 1.10 3.13[16|beauty 3.7 &7
2.23 | 57|speech 111 |99 10 | praiseworthy 3.8 (¥
2.94 101 water 1.12 “fﬁ‘? 11|wisdom 3.9 [T
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CTns o7 808 9|list complete 3.12 |rrfargnfor / I
11 |to shine 1.16 [SA@TAwATO —
2.28 p . —|similes 3.13 [SYHAT
11|flame 1.17 |S9dad:
44/to worship 3.14 |F=faeATO
26/ action 2.1 |FHT:
3.1 24| wise 3.15 |AaThe
15| offspring 22 |JUF
13|praiser 3.16
3.7 | 25/man 2.3 |ATS P 1
12 24 T 15 |to sacrifice 3.17 |49
arm .
3.8 - 8 | priest 3.18 [FfQ&STH
22 |finger 2.5 31}‘% =
, = 17|to beg 3.19 |[ATSSTTHATT
18|to desire 2.6 mﬁw’m
10to gi 3.20 [JTTFATT:
28] food 2.7 | © 8lve
1 ici 21 | PATUTHAT:
10to eat 28 |wrfRrEaTT 3-19] 4]to solicit 321
wiufaeAToT
28 | power 29 |¥& 2|to sleep 3.22
28| wealth 2.10 [ 14 well 3.23 |9
ol eom 511 [ 14| thief 3.24 &=
3.9 100 be angry |2.12 m 6| ascertained /obscure|3.25 |fAoiTaT=afea=maart=
11|anger 2.13 |&M 5|distant 3.26 X
120 to go 2.14 |Tfq&HT: 6] ancient 3.27 |7
26| quick 2.15 |f&w 6|new 3.28 |99
11|near 2.16 | 3.20|26 |in pairs 3.29 |fgw Iwwfor arAT
46 | battle 2.17 |9gTHA 3.21|24|heaven and earth |3.30 [QTaTgroar

Table 1: Nirukta Cross-Index to Nighantu 1-3.




Agrayana 1:9; 10:8.

Audumbarayana 1:1.

Aupamanyava 1:1; 2:2,6,11;
3:11,18,19; 6:30; 10:8.

Awurnavabha 2:26; 7:15; 12:1,19.

Katthakya 8:5,6,17; 9:41,42.

Kautsa 1:15.

Kraustuki 8:2.

Gargya 1:3,12; 3:13.

Galava 4:3.

Table 2:

Index to the Nighantu and the Nirukta

Carmasiras 3:15.

Taitiki 4:3; 5:27.

Varsyayani 1:2.

gatabaldk;sa 11:6.

gdkatﬁyana 1:3,12,13.

Sakapuni 2:8; 3:11,13,19; 4:3,15; 5:3,13,28;
7:14,23,28; 8:5,6,14,17,18; 12:19,40.

gdkalya 6:28.

Sthaulasthivi 7:14; 10:1.

Grammarians mentioned in the Nirukta.

accent, svara 2:1.

analogy, samanya 1:20; 2:1.
conjunction, samhita 1:17.
particle, nipata 1:4.
prepositions, upasarga 1:3.

anaptyxis, (letter augment), varnopajana 2:2.

aphaeresis, (elision of initial letter), adilopa 2:1.

becoming, six modifications 1:2.
derivation, principles of 2:1-4,7.
derive, explain, interpret, nir-y/bra 2:1.
elision, of penultimate, upadhalopa 2:1.
elision, of final part, antalopa 2:1.

elision, of two letters, dvivarpalopa 2:1.

enclitic, (without accent), anudattaprakrti 5:23.

etymology, nirvacana 1:15,17; 2:1.
elision, of penultimate, upadhalopa 2:1.
form, grammatical, samskara 2:1.
form, weak, nivrttisthana 2:1.
formation, complex, vrtti 2:1.
inflected, vyaya 5:23.

inserted, vyavahita 9:10.

knowledge, vs learning 1:18-20.

meaning, of speech 1:20.

metaphor, luptopamanya 3:18.

metathesis, (letter transposition), viparita 3:18,20;
4:10,25; 5:26; 6:1,30; 7:12; 9:11; 10:31.

modification, of penultimate, upadhavikara 2:1.

modifications, six 1:2.

nouns, from verbs, naman 1:12-15.

nouns, notion of being, naman 1:1.

onomatopoeia, Sabdanukrt: 3:18; 5:22; 9:12; 12:13.

panegyrics, stut: 1:20; 4:13; 7:5,7,12; 10:5.

principles, of derivation 2:1-4,7.

reduplication, abhyasa 2:2,3; 4:23.

simile, upama 3:13.

speech, and meaning 1:20.

synonym, namadheya 2:5.

synonym, ekarthamanekasabdam 4:1.

synonym, naighantuka 1:20.

tautology, samanabhivyahara 10:16.

verbs, notion of becoming, akhyata 1:1.

words, four classes 1:1.

words, designate objects 1:2.

Table 3: Some Nirukta Technical Terms.
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Index 1:

Roots used in the Nirukta

anc 2:28; 5:28.

anj 7:14.

at 3:15; 4:5,25.

ad 3:9; 4:4; 9:17.

adhi 1:8.

an 11:47.

ar 1:18.

av 1:17; 2:2; 4:5; 5:3.

a$ 3:10; 5:3,13; 6:1; 9:7;
10:27; 12:18.

as 1:9,13; 2:1,2; 3:8; 7:12;
10:34; 12:1.

ap 3:10,11,15; 6:14; 8:4;
9:26; 11:20.

1 1:13; 3:10,19; 4:5; 7:14;
10:1; 11:24.

idh 8:4.

ind 10:8.

indh 8:7; 10:8,41.

is 9:8,18.

wd 8:7.

r 4:23; 5:25,27.

uks 12:9.

ud 2:10,24; 10:9,41; 11:15.

ubj 6:8; 7:12.
arpu 2:26; 5:21,23; 6:35.
r 1:9; 2:7,25; 5:7.
rch 9:32.

rj 10:10.

rn 9:8.

rdh 3:20.

0j 6:8.

kaj 7:12.

kan 6:30.

kant 9:32.

kan 4:15.

kam 12:13.

kal 2:25; 3:18.

kav 12:13.

kas 2:2.

kas 4:10.

kas 6:1; 12:25.

kas 12:25.

kut 6:30.

kup 3:19.

kus 5:26.

kus 6:22.

kr 3:1; 6:17.

krt 1:9; 2:1; 3:11; 5:22;
6:22; 9:32.

krp 6:8.

krs 2:20; 9:19.

kr 9:14; 11:12.

klp 6:8.

krams 2:25; 12:8.

kram 4:27; 6:12.

kram 6:12.

krus 2:25; 9:19.

kvan 2:2.

ksan 2:25; 4:18; 6:1.

ksar 2:5.

ksi 2:6; 10:14,27.

khand 3:10.

khan 3:13,17.

khal 3:10.

khya 2:2; 4:3.

gam 2:1,5,14; 3:9; 7:12;
9:26; 11:24,25; 12:7.

ga 2:5.

gah 2:2.

gur 3:5.

guh 11:32.

gr 1:10; 6:17.

grbh 10:23.

gr 2:28; 3:5,9; 9:4,5,8.
gai 1:8; 7:12.

grah 2:28; 3:13; 5:15; 9:8.
ghas 2:5.

ghus 9:9.

ghr T:24.

cak 4:27.

caks 1:9; 4:3.

cand 11:5.

cam 10:12; 11:5.

cay 11:5.

car 2:5; 4:27; 6:11; 8:15.
cal 3:10.

ci 1:4.

cit 1:6.

jamh 9:20.

jan 10:10.

jam 3:6.

ja 3:6; 6:9.

Ji 9:17.

Jin 10:10.

Jju 5:1; 6:4; 8:9.

jr 10:8.

tak 11:25.

tan 2:16,28; 3:14; 6:28; 10:7.
tap 6:3,11.

tas 4:24.

tij 10:6.

tu 9:25.

tuj 6:17.

tud 5:6; 10:7.

tr 3:10,18,20; 5:26; 6:12.
trp 10:10.

trs 11:15.

tr 10:27; 12:14.

tvaks 8:13.

tvar 6:12; 12:14.



tvis 8:13.
dams 1:20.
daks 1:7.
dagh 1:9.
dad 2:2.
dabh 3:20.
dam 2:2.
das 1:9; 2:17; 7:23.
dah T7:14;.
da 7:9,15; 10:8.
das 1:7.

div 3:15.
dis 2:15.
dip T:15.
du 6:4.

duh 3:4.

dr 10:8.
drs 10:8.
drs 3:10.
dr 4:15.

do 2:1; 10:7.
dyu 10:7.

dyut 1:6; 2:1; 5:5; 7:15; 10:7.

dram 11:5.
dragh 2:16.

dru 2:10; 3:10,19; 4:3,15; 5:1;

6:4; 8:1,9; 10:8; 11:13.
dhanv 9:16.
dham 10:31.

dha 1:20; 3:19; 6:17,20; 10:8.

dhi 3:9; 11:42.

dhis 8:3.

dha 5:12.

dharv 3:9.

dhr 3:20; 10:8.

dhe 11:42.

dhor 1:8.

naks 3:20; 4:18.
nad 2:24; 5:2.

nam 3:9; 4:27; 5:23; 6:6.
nas 6:17.

ni 3:9; 5:23; 7:14,29.
nrt 5:1.

pan 2:17,26.

pat 2:28; 5:2.

pad 2:7,28; 5:19.
panth 2:28.

pas 3:16.

pa 2:5; 4:18; 6:7; 9:24.
pal 6:12.

pis 6:11; 8:11.

pums 9:15.

pus 5:14.

pu 95:6.

puy 5:14.

pr 1:20; 2:3.

pr 2:22.

pel T7:13.

pyay 9:24.

pyai 6:28.

prath 1:13,14; 2:2; 5:25.
prac 2:22.

prr 1:20; 8:4.

prus 2:2.

psa 5:13.

phan 2:28.

bandh 10:4.

bis 2:24.

bru 2:22; 5:19.

bhaj 1:7; 3:16; 6:28.
bhat 2:1.

bhand 5:2.

bhas 5:12.

bha 11:15.

bhid 2:1.

bhu 11:15.

bhr 2:17; 3:9,17; 4:24,26.
bhrams 2:22; 5:19.
bhrajj 2:2.

bhram 6:20.

mamh 1:7; 3:13.
mand 9:5.

mad 2:2; 4:8; 9:5,17; 11.7.

man 3:7; 4:4; 10:29; 11:29; 12:33.

mand 2:5; 4:24.

masj 9:4.

ma 2:8; 12:7.

mi 7:29; 10:21; 11:13.

Nirukta Root Index

mid 4:3; 6:12; 10:21.

mis 3:16.

mih 2:2,21.

muc 6:1,3; 9:8.

mud 9:5; 11.7.

mus 4:5; 6:1,3.

muh 6:1,3.

(mrg) 1:20.

mrg 9:19.

mrc 6:11.

myrj 1:20.

mrad 2:2.

ya 8:8.

yaj 7:12.

yam 10:19.

yu 3:15; 4:24.

ramh 9:11.

raks 4:18; 10:27.

rang 4:19.

rap 6:21; 9:11.

ram 6:17; 10:8.

ras 6:21; 9:11; 11:25.

ra 2:12,18; 4:15,25; 11:30.

raj 2:3.

ric 3:2.

ry 10:5; 11:13.

ruc 2:3,20; 3:13; 6:13;
11:5,13,39; 12:7.

ruj 6:1,4.

rud 10:5.

ruh 6:3.

lag 4:10; 6:26.

lang 6:26.

lagj 4:10.

lat 5:26.

lamb 6:26.

las 4:10.

laj 6:9.

Iz 3:5; 6:28.

lu 3:5.

vac 2:23; 3:13; 12:13.

van 3:10; 8:3.

vas 5:1,13; 6:10; 12:5.

vas 2:18; 4:24; 10:16; 12:5.
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vah 2:2; 3:13; 5:26.

va 10:1,34.

vas 5:1.

vid T7:9.

vi§ 12:18.

v 1:4,7; 2:6; 5:14; 10:1.
vir 1:7.

vid 5:16.

ur 2:2,3,6,9,17,26; 5:1,21;

6:2,28,35; 8:9; 10:3; 11:31.

urt 2:17.
vrdh 2:17.
ve 5:27.
ven 10:38.
vrand 5:15.
vrasc 2:6.
vrid 5:16.
Sams 8:6.
Sak 1:4,8; 5:12; 6:32; 9:3.
Sad 5:24.
Sap 3:21.

Sam 1:10; 2:7,16; 3:5; 5:12,24.

Sav 3:18.
sas 6:8.

$i 10:39.
gis 10:17.

§7 2:16; 11:12.
Su 4:13.

Suc 6:1; 8:11.
§r 1:10; 2:7,16; 3:5; 5:4; 11:24.
57 6:8,9; 9:9.

$
$
So 4:3.
$

7
s
z

Q
I

S
[N}
—

Snath 4:19.

Syai 4:3.

srad  9:30.

sra 6:8.

sri 2:7; 3:5; 4:13.

Sru 10:3.

Sron 4:3.

Svas 3:18.

Svit 2:20.

sac 4:10; 9:14,20; 12:26.
sad 3:8; 6:1; 10:9.

sap 5:16.

sah 4:27.

st 6:12,28.

stv 11:31.

su 1:11; 11:2; 12:8.

su 12:14,19.

st 3:20; 5:28; 6:3; 9:26,40;
10:9; 12:14.

srp 6:17.

so 1:17; 6:9,23; 8:9.

skhal 3:10.

stubh T:12.

styai 3:21; 10:33; 11:32.

stha 1:18.

sna 6:17; 12:26.

snsh 7:12.

snai 7:12.

sprs 4:3.

syand 1:9; 10:9.

sru 5:27; 6:3.

svir 12:14.

han 1:1,7; 2:1,17; 3:18; 4:13,25,27;
5:22; 6:3,11,17; 9:8; 11:43.

hary 2:10.

ha 3:13; 8:15.

hi 4:27.

hims 3:18.

hu 7:15; 8:8.

hr 1:1; 3:20; 4:19,24; 5:4.

hras 3:13.

hrad 1:9.

hlad 1:9.
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Index 2:

Word Index to Nighantu and Nirukta.

amsa [m] 12:36.
ams$uh [m] 2:5.
mél:l
amsatram [m] 5:25.
amhah [e] 4:25.
amhatih [e] 4:25.
amhuh [e] 4:25.
mt 4:3.
am?mmh [m] 6:27.
amharanam [m] 6:27.
akapara [m] 4:18.
HAPUNH 4:1.
A 1.7
aktus [m] 12:23.
Heh: 4:3.
akrah [m] 6:17.
I 1:11,12.
HET: 5:3.
aksah [e] 5:3; 9:7.
aksih [e] 1:9.
Fferad 1:12.
A 2:14.
FITET 5:3.
agnayr [m] 9:33.
agni [m] (10:35);
11:23; 12:41.
agni [e] 7:14.
AT 5:1.4.
A== & 3:13.
agram [m] 6:3,16.
AT 4:3.
agriya [m] 6:16.
AYG: 1:13; 2:5.
agha [e] 6:11.
FIAY: 3:24.
LT 2:11; 5:5.
aghnya [e] 11:43.

ankah [e] 2:28.
ankusa [e] 5:28.

AfT 3:30.

adityas [m] (12:34).

anusamtavitvat [e] 2:28.

anapa [m] 2:22.

ariga [m] 5:17. 3TGT 3:10. H: 3:8.
angara (live coals) 3:17.  3AgTd4d: 3:15. A=A 3:8.
g 5:5. G 3:3. antah [e] 4:25.
angirasas [m] (11:16,18). adbhutam [m] 1:6. A=THTATH 2:16.
angulayah [m] 3:8. adma [m] 4:16. ml:&

HTEH 3:11. A 4:1. antariksam [m] 2:10.
AT 2.14b. admasad [m] 4:16. antikam [e] 3:9.

A 4:2. arfg: 1:10. AT 2:7; 4:2.

accha [m] 5:28. adrih [e] 4:4. andham tamas [m] 5:1.
HAST TR YT 5:6. adhah [m] 2:11. andhas [m] 5:1.

aja ekapad [m] 12:29. adhi [u] 1:3. FeH 1:12.

AT 2:14. 31'@"1‘: 4:2. annam [e] 3:9.

ASIT: GO 1:15. adhriguh [m] 5:11. anvap [m] 2:22.
AT 1:13. adhvara [m] 1:8. apa [u] 1:3.

IS 2:15. IAT: 3:17. AT: 1:12; 2:1.
HAMT: 4:3. AATH 1:3. apatye [m] 3:1.

ASH 2:17; 3:4. adhvaryuh [e] 1:8. AT H 2:2.

IFT: 2:15. AT 1:3. AT U 5:4.

anu [m] 6:22. AT 3:8. apam napat [m] 10:18.
JUH: 2:5. T 4:3. HAR 3:30.

e 2:14. anarva [m] 6:23. api [u] 1:3.

ati [u] 1:3. TR 4:3. I 3:25.

atithih [e] 4:5. anarsaratim [m)] 6:23. AY: 2:1,2; 3:7.

A 1:14. 4d: 2:3. HAYCGTHAT 2:4.

atri [m] 3:17. H49q]: 3:8. apnas [e] 3:11.

v 2:5. AA9dd: 4:3. apyam [e] 6:14.
IAf 2.14b. anavabravah [m] 6:29. m: 4:3.
W&Q. ATETIH 4:3. apratiskutah [m] 6:16.
atharvan [m] (12:33). anas [e] 11:47. dYTg4: 4:1.

AT 5:6. A 2:14a. FET 4:3; 5:3.

IETI: 5:5.

atharvanas [e] 11:18.

anu [u] 1:3; 6:22.
anumati [e] 11:29.

apva [m] 6:12; (9:32).
e 3:7.

aditi [m] 4:22; (11:22).  ATHI: 5:5. apsarah [e] 5:13.
arfefa: 1:1,11; 2:11; IIEY 1:11. apsas [e] 5:13.
4:1; 5:5. anustubh [e] 7:12. abhi [u] 1:3.



Word Index to the Nighantu and the Nirukta

abhiksanam [e] 2:25.
AT 3:9.
abhitastiya [m] 12:40.
AT 4:3.

T 2:17; 3:29.
abhike [m] 3:20.
abhiksnam [e] 2:25.
anfrE: 1:5; 2:5; 5:3.
abhisu (bridle) (9:15).
abhisu (reins) 3:9.
m 2:4.

abhatam [m] 1:6.
abhyamana [m] 6:12.

IRTYITAT 4:3.

abhyardhayajva [m] 6:6.

IR 3:21.
I 1:10.
AHH: 3:3.
T 1:12.
A 3:7; 4:3.
amatih [m] 6:12.
HHA: 4:3.
amatreh [m] 6:23.
amatram [m] 5:1.
AHAT 4:3.
AHT 3:4.

AA: 4:3.
aminah [m] 6:16.
SFHTET 4:3.
amiwa [m] 6:12.
amutha [m] 3:16; 5:5.
HAHL: 4:3.
A 1:2,12.
AHIH 1:3; 2:16.
I 1:12.

I 1:12.
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