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PREFACE.

IE there is a Tanguage on the surface of the carth, dead or living,
which may preemizently deserve, by its corapressibility of thought,
richaess of expression, end euphony of words, to be cntitled tho
Languago of Poets, it is undoubtedly Sanekrit. 'The Sanskrit writera
<cultivated poetry to such an extent, that every work, whether on the
philosophy of the sou), or on the composition of a cement, on a batile
deciding he fate of the country for a thousand years o come and
shodding the blood of millions of human beings, or on the prosaicszcri-
fice of an animal offered to appense the hungry demons or the relus-
“tant gods, came to be written in verse. Logic snd Grammar no Jess
than $he art snd seience of medicine, were thought worthy of being
written in verse, Shortness and crpadility of being easily commit-
#od to momory were the chief objects in perferring versa to proce
as rogards the subjects for which poetry assuch had no sympathy.
But real poetry was i:y no means negleated and amohg other }sinds,
-epigeamm viie pootry received spesial attention. The Panchatantra is
Zull of short epigrams on all passible topies rolating to humanity view-
3 in all possible aspects, Thousands of couplets and stenzas embody-
ing in the most laconic style the choiceat thoughts of serious as well
as humarous minds, ave floating on thesurface of what is called learn-
«d coaversation among our couatry-men, and a man is not considored
{earaed, and perhaps rightly, unless ke is able to repeat some celebrat-
#d saying of a poet ora dramatist illustrating either side of 2 question
#hat may form the subject of conversation in which he is taking part.
And though very few of these popular sayings can be verified as the
productions of known authors, they are nevertheless greedily learnt
by heart by the generality of shastris, and may be heard repeated 'by'
them in the course of their conversation. As they are very generally
used amang thoe well informed and well read of the passing generation
of shastrig, they may frely be described as containing s £aithful reflec”
tion of the mades of thought and of the sentiments of the Indian
miad busy in a civilization that in pow is s state of transition. Nog



infrequently’these cpigrammadic pieces serve as authorities with the
gnorant clsses, to whomy everything writfenin the sacred 'ton_gue
has the-anthoridy of the shastras,

1t is trusted that what is said above will ba sufficient exeuse for
placing before the public the following collection of Subkashitas, The
collection is arranged under various leads and semetimes. sryings
both praising and censuring a custom or a state of things are separater
ly given. It is one of ihe characteristics of the Subhashita poetry
that, coming as it does from various hands, it is both one sided and
exhiaustive—one sided when viewed only in parts, and exhaustive
when viewed asa whole. The reader will doubtless remember the
satakas of Bhartribarj, who writing in praise of the pleasures of
the company of young women will raise them to the highest heaven;
but speaking of indifference to tho pleasures of the w'g_rld will almosf
.in the sami breath send bie angels to the loweat depth of botiomless
perdil;lon Tho aame may be said of the epigrammatic verses of the
Panchatantra the mterlocutors in which &re never at g loss to suppork
their confhctmg wews by anthoritatiye verses either quoted from old

writers or cougpqspd for the oceagion by the author, Both sides of

every subject touched by the Subhashitasare well, some-times perhaps
too well, illnstrated and the truth always lies between the extremes.

So far a8 possible the verses have been referred in the Index tg
their sources, and i¥is heped the Index will aleo proye useful ig
obher rpspecis.
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