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This is a stotra containing twenty fine and unforgettable pen-pictures of that Darling of
Humanity, gopAla, not the mature kRiShNa but the Child of Gokulam with countless
pranks to his credit, and the pre-adolescent boy dallying with damsels. The navanlta-
nATyam (dance with butter in hand) portrayed in shloka 341, the navanlta-chaurya (theft)
the mother’s ire and the child’s fear (342), his lovely face turned aside out of fear yet with
a ravishing smile lurking on his lovely lips (344), the playing on the flute accompanied by
lovely glances shining like lotuses floating on a river of mercy (348) the venugopAla Vision
of a split green emerald with flute on the lips and peacock-feather on the head (349) —
these and several other sweet and alluring portraits are sure to gladden our hearts and souls
for ever. Side by side, his transcendence as a parama puruSha (340) which still eludes the
quest of the Vedas (345), his being an unfailing upaya or means near at hand for attaining
mokSha (346) his being the protector of all the worlds (353) and the life of his devotees
(356) - these are also finely sung about. Different vRittams (metres) are employed to suit
the respective topic. The 20th shloka (357) lets out the secret of this avatAra (incarnation)
as enshrined in the charama-shloka of the bhagavad gItA, viz., that the Lord expects man
to surrender (sharaNam vraja) to Him before ever He wipes out his sins and takes him unto
Himself. gopAla begs of the gopls for an a njali (folding of palms together in worship).

That a njali is the mudra (mark) indicative of surrender.
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