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I think the poet is envisioning Devi as Durga, who according to some legends is Lord Shiva’s
daughter as she was born from the Lord’s Matted Hair when He hit the ground with the JaTa
in Divine Rage. It might be just a Malayali local belief. If that is the case, then She is a
sister to GaNESa, ShaNmukha, and Ayyappa (Hariharasoonu)- all sons of Shiva. sOdari
is not literally true as She was not born from PARvati, but if we take sOdari to mean sister,

then it works.

8. WﬁfﬁT Bhasura :-[noun] the quality of being attractive; charm; beauty.

. a‘lﬁlﬁﬂﬁ&l? Tormentor of asura-s
e gfgen 2. @Al R au.

& qIRFAIG

dArika and bhadrakAli legend is, I believe, a Malayali legend about a demon and the

Goddess. Many of the ritual arts of Kerala are based on dArikavadhaM.

(From Wikipedia :

Darika is a character in Mudiyettu, a ritualistic dance from the Bhagavathi or Bhadrakali
llworship, usual}ly pfl:lrformed only in lEhe Kali temples of Kerala. The story is also known as

Darika vadham, or killing of Darika.

In the story, Brahma granted immunity from death at the hands of any man to two of the
fiercest Asuras, Darika and Danavendra, but with a curse that a woman would kill them.
The two grew powerful and became a threat for the gods and godly men. After several
attempts by the gods to defeat them, Lord Siva created Bhadrakali following the design
given by Narada. All the Devas donated their special weapons, and Bhadrakali succeeded

in destroying the demons after a fierce battle.)

Encoded, proofread, and notes by D.K.M.Kartha
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