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Bhagavadgita



The desire is an unquenchable fire


3.39. Aavritam jnaanametena jnaanino nityaveiriNaa,


KaamaroopeNa kaunteya dushpooreNaanalena ca.

Word by word meaning

“O Kaunteya! Son of Kuntee, Arjuna! The knowledge of a scholarly person gets enveloped by  Kaama which is an eternal foe of a knowledgeable person. This Kaama is a fire that is very hard to be quenched and put out.”

Explanation: Kaama means desire the sexual as well as the general one. Maharshi Manu has explained it in a beautiful way as follows –

Kaamaatmataa na prashastaa na cheivehaas tyakaamataa.

Kaamyo hi vedaadhigamah karmayogashca veidicah.

“To be an avaricious person is not very appreciable. Nor it is possible to kick out every kind of desire. No doubt a will to study the Vedas is certainly a worthy ambition, and a desire to follow the Vedic Karmayoga is not at all a kind of nonsense.”

The word ‘Akaama’ in Upanishad’s message ‘Akaamo dheero amritah svayambhooh’  represents only worldly,  material and physical desire. It does not stand for any kind of spiritual ambition. 

Kaama is Nityaveiree. It is an eternal enemy of a person.  Once the knowledge is enveloped by Kaama the soul becomes blind. The senses are unable to analyze what is right and wrong. The blinded senses blind the Chittam. Just as the skin developed over the body of a snake closes its eyes and the snake is quite unable to see anything the Kaama makes the senses and mind of a person blind. Kaama itself becomes blind when the Jnaana changes into Ajnaana.

Kaama is Dushpoora.  One  cannot satisfy the desires. As Chaanakya says about the greed of a person – 

Ichhati shatee sahasram sahasree lakshameehate.

Lakshaadhipastathaa raajyam raajyasthah svargameehate.
“One who possesses hundred wants to earn thousands. He who earns thousands wishes to earn millions. A millionaire wishes to earn billions. He who is a billionaire wants to rule an empire and he who is a ruler wants to be the Lord of Heaven. The desire s have no end.”       

Kaama is like a fire. The desire burns a person. Just like the fire, the desire burns everything inside the body and mind. The only thing that can quench this fire is Santosha and Shaanti. This Santosha and Shaanti is   brought with the help of Yoga. Yoga means joining. Joining the senses with Chittam, the Chittam with Buddhi, that with Manas , the Manas with Aham, Aham with Aatman and finally Aatman with Parama-Aatman is Yoga. This is the best way to bring peace and happiness. This is called Jalam or spiritual water. It is this kind of water that quenches the fire of Kaama.

Valmiki RamayaNam 


Kshetra, Krishi, Krishta, Krishti, and Christ

Atha me krishatah kshetram laangalaat uthitaa tatah.

Kshetram shodhayataa labdhaa naamnaa seeteti vishrutaa.

“Having ploughed and purified my Kshetra, the gross and subtle body, with the help of Yoga and meditation I was blessed by God with this spiritual baby. I gave her the beautiful name of Sita.”

 

King Janaka was a great Yogi.  He is explaining to Rishi Vishvanittra how he happened to get Sita as his daughter. He says –“Sita is not an ordinary girl produced in a simple way. She is ‘Ayonijaa”.  She was born from heart and soul. Sri Rama was born with the help of Yajna. Sita is the result of Yoga. That is why I am in search of a soul that is the result of some extra ordinary way of producing a child. The child must be born from a spiritual union just like Sita is. For this spiritual union the land also must be Spiritual one as explained below: 

1. Kshetram: Shri Krishna has explained three things – Kshetra, Kshetrajna and Jnaanam. Maharshi Vyaasa has detailed them in the 13 th chapter of Bhagavadgita as follows –

Idam shareeram kaunteya Kshetramityabhidheeyate.

Etadyo vetti tam praahuh Kshetrajna iti tadvidah.


“O Arjuna! This body is called Kshetra. The one who knows this Kshetra is called ‘Kshetrajna’. 

Kshetrajnam caapi maam viddhi sarvakshetreshu bhaarata,

Kshetrakshetrajnayor jnaanam yattat jnaanam matam mama.


‘ There is a soul in every Kshetra (body). As this soul knows about the body it is called ‘Kshetrajna’. The knowledge of this Kshetra and Kshetrajna is called ‘Jnaanam’.


The Kshetra consists of the following –

a. 5 Mahabhootas i.e. Prithivee (the earth), Jal (water), Vaayu (air), Agni (fire) and Aakaasha (space).

b. 4 AntahkaraNas – Ahankaara, Manas, Buddhi, and Cittam.

c. 5 Jnaanendriyas and 5 Karmendriyas.

d. 5 Vishayas or objects of Jnaanendriyas.

e. Icchaa, Dvesha, Sukham, Duhkham, body, conscience and patience – 7 things.

2. This spiritual way of impregnation has been explained in Atharveveda. This is like cultivating a land. The land here is not the gross body but the subtle one that is never burnt. This subtle body is ploughed with the Yogic system. Just like the plough digs deep and turns out the fertile and fresh earth so that the crop grows in a healthy soil similarly with the help of Yogic practice a Yogi turns out a healthy system inside the body.   This system of cultivation is not called agriculture but ‘culture’. The ploughing is not called ‘Krishi’ but ‘Krishti’ that is why this kind of cultured people are called ‘Krishti’ (Yasyaam annam krishtayah sambabhoovuh = Atharva.) and that is why Jesus ( or Yashas) was called ‘Christ’ (in German language he is called ‘Krishtus). The row in which the seeds are sown is called ‘Sita’. The seeds are called ‘Veeryam’. The water used for watering the plants is called ‘Snehah’. ‘Jnaanam’ is called ‘Laangalam’. 

Thus, Sita was a cultured soul and therefore Janaka desired her to be married to an ideal soul.     

