HISTORY OF SANSKRIT LILTERATURE

10. Kavyas & Poets

Aswagosha: He was contemporary of King Kanishka of 1st AD.  He was a Brahmin by birth and converted to Buddhism.  He wrote two Mahakavyas 1) Buddhacharitam and 2) Saundaranandam.


Buddhacharitam was translated into Chinese language.  It contains 28 cantos but only 13 are preserved properly.  This is the first Buddhist work in Sanskrit.  Kalidasa and Valmiki influenced him.  It describes the birth, early life, renunciation, fight with cupid and the teachings of Buddha. 


Saundaranandam is another work of Aswagosha contains 18 cantos dealing with the life of Nanda, Buddha’s half-brother.  

Pravarasena: His work is Sethu Bandam.  He was refered by Bana Bhatta in his work Harsha-charitam.  His date was 5th AD.  The story is taken from Valmiki Ramayana.  This work also called Ravanavadham or Sethukavyam.  The great poet Dandin also praised him.

BuddhaGhosha: He lived somewhere about 400 AD is the author of Padya Chudamani in 10 cantos which describes the life of Lord Buddha.  

Kumaradasa: He is the author of Janaki Haranam in 20 cantos describing the story of  Valmiki Ramayanam.  He lived in 6th AD.  He tried to imitate Kalidasa in his work.  Rajasekhara an author and critic of 10th AD prasises this work.

Bhatti: He wrote Ravana-Vadhah in 22 cantos describing the story of Ramayana.  This work is also known as Bhatti-Kavyam.  He describes that this work was written in Valabhi, which was ruled by king Sridharasena. It was very popular on account of its simple style and its usefulness in teaching grammar and Poetics through poetry.  The 13th canto of this work can be read in Sanskrit as well as in Prakrit languages.

Vakpathi-raja:  He wrote Gaudavaho in Prakrit language in the 8th AD.  It celebrates the victory of king Yasovarman of Kanauj over a Gauda Prince.  This work is left incomplete.  

Ratnakara: He wrote Hara-vijayam in 50 cantos during 850 AD.  The poem describes slaying of Andhakasura by Siva.  Prof. A.B.Keith describes that the style is harsh and over-worked.

Sivaswami: He wrote Kappanabhyudaya in 20 cantos composed in later 9th AD.  He was a Buddhist and was patronised by king Avantivarman of Kashmir.

Bilhana: He wrote Vikramanka Deva Charitam in 18 cantos during 11th AD.  This work has some historical values.  He was a Kahshmirain.  He describes the life history of his patron King Vikramanka. In the last canto he gives his family details.  He is also the author of a beautiful lyric poem called Chaurapanchaasika and a drama called Karna Sundari.

Kshemendra: A Kashmirian poet of the early 11th AD had condensed the three great epics the Ramayana, Mahabharatha and Brihatkatha into three poetical works 1) Ramayana Manjari 2) Bharatha Manjari 3) Brhath Katha Manjari.  He was a pupil of Abhinava Gupta of 1100 AD. He was also composed many small works on various topics.

Kalhana: He wrote Rajatarangini is the greates historical Kavya in Sanskrit.  He was native of Kashmir flourished in the 12th AD.  He gave a complete account of Kashmirian kings from the very early period.  This is a very important work for those who do researches on kings of Kashmir.

Mankha: He wrote Srikanta Charitam in 25 cantos describes the destruction of Tripura by Lord Siva.  The date of Mankha is somewhere in the middle of the 12th AD. He was the disciple of Ruyyaka, the author of Alankara Sarvaswa.  He was also a Kashmirian

Kaviraja: Author of Raghava Pandaviyam.  This is an interesting work, which narrates the stories of Rama and the Pandavas simultaneously.  This purpose is achieved by the use of words having two meanings and splitting the compounds in two different ways.  It is said the artificiality in Sanskrit Epic style reached its climax in this work.

Venkatanatha or Vedanta Desika: He was a great Vaishnavite saint of the later part of the 13th AD.  He is the author of about 120 works on various subjects.  His Yadhavaabhyudaya is a beautiful epic poem in 24 cantos describing the story of Lord Krishna.  His works is modelled after Kalidasa’s Raghuvamsa.  Appayya Dikshita has written a commentary on this poem.  Venkatanatha has also written a beautiful lyric entitled Hamsa Sandesa on the model of Kalidasa’s Meghadutam and many devotional poem among which Paduka Sahasram deserves special mention.

Gangadevi: She was wife of Vijayanagara king Kampana in 14th AD.  She wrote Madhuravijayam in which it is described her husband’s expedition to the Madurai in the south India. This work gives reliable account of Vijayanagara history.

Sukumara Kavi: He composed a beautiful Kavya SriKrishna Vilasam in 12 cantos in a simple and delightful style.  It describes the story of lord Krishna following the 10th Skanda of Srimad Bhagavatam.  This is very popular in Kerala.  

Vasudeva Kavi: He wrote Yudhishtira Vijayam and it is a reputed Yamaka Kavyam (Yamaka is a repetition in the same stanza in any part of it of words or syllables similar in sound, but different in meaning, a kind of rhyme.) He belongs to 15th AD. 

Nilakanta Dikshita: He belongs to 17th AD., is the author of two Mahakavayas – Sivalilarnavam and Gangavatharanam.  The first work consists of 22 cantos describing the incarnation of Lord Siva and the second work consists only 8 cantos.  He was related to Appayya Dikshita and also his disciple.  He also composed Nilakanta Vijaya Champu.
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Next: Historical Kavyas, Lyrics, stotras, Subhashitas, anthology.   

